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with which the other had fought. In September, 1880,
he made a speech at Ennis enunciating the doctrine
that if a tenant took a farm from which his neighbour
had been evicted he must be "isolated from his kind
as if he were a leper of old". The first victim of this
process was a Captain Boycott, agent to Lord Erne,
who added his name to the English dictionary. Mr.
Parnell made no secret of his use of the agrarian
agitation as a means to gain Home Rule. "I would not
have taken off my coat," he declared, "and gone to
this work, if I had not known that we were laying the
foundation in this movement for the regeneration of
our legislative independence.55 He ruled his followers
at Westminster with an iron hand, and deliberately
imposed isolation on them in order to ensure their
fidelity. At the same time they were encouraged to
become specialists in procedure in order that they
might the better advance their cause. So the struggle
began; it was carried on in Ireland by the bullet from
behind the wall, by the "driving" of cattle, and by the
maiming of horses; and at Westminster by a policy of
obstruction which resulted in the introduction of the
closure, and the severe curtailment of the rights of the
private member.

The principal difficulty experienced by English
statesmen of all shades of opinion in dealing with
Mr. Parnell was that they never understood him. They
were continually thinking, after the manner of English-
men, in terms of compromise and Parliamentary
business. On his part, he was quite prepared, if he did
not get what he wanted, to maie Parliamentary
government impossible. The rules of the game meant
nothing to him, and if the whole British Constitution
went down in the fight? he did not care. This was, of